267

appointed Germans in their places. Three hours later the persons
concerned were informed that there had been a misunderstanding and
were able to resume their functions.

In the course of a frontier incident, two Polish soldiers are said to
have been killed 400 metres inside Polish territory.

LA  TOURNELLE.

No. 242

M. COULONDRE, French Ambassador in Berlin,

to M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Berlin, August 25, 1939.

(Received by telephone at II p.m.)

THIS afternoon I had an interview with Herr Hitler, \\ho had
asked to see me at 5.30.

This is the substance of what he told me: "In view of the gravity
of the situation/' he said, 'T wish to make a statement which I would
like you to forward to M. Daladier. As I have already told him, I
bear no enmity whatever towards France. I have personally
renounced all claims to Alsace-Lorraine and recognized the Franco-
German frontier. I do not want war with your country; my one
desire is to maintain good relations with it. I find indeed the idea
that I might have to fight France on account of Poland a very painful
one. The Polish provocation, however, has placed the Reich in a
position which cannot be allowed to continue.

"Several months ago I made extremely fair proposals to Poland,
demanding the return of Danzig to the Reich and of a narrow strip
of territory leading from this German city to East Prussia. But the
guarantee given by the British Government has encouraged the Poles
to be obstinate. Not only has the Warsaw Government rejected my
proposals, but it has subjected the German minority, our blood-
brothers, to the wyorst possible treatment, and has begun mobilization."

"At first," pursued Herr Hitler, "I forbade the Press of the Reich
to publish accounts of the cruelties suffered by the Germans in Poland.
But the situation has now become intolerable. Are you aware/' he
asked me emphatically, "that there have been cases of castration?
That already there are more than 70,000 refugees in our camps.
Yesterday seven Germans were killed by the police in Bielitz, and
thirty German reservists were machine-gunned at Lodz. Our aero-
planes can no longer fly between Germany and East Prussia without
being shot at; their route had been changed, but they are now even
attacked over the sea. Thus, the plane which was carrying State
Secretary Stuckart was fired at by Polish warships, a fresh incident
which I was not yet in a position to bring to the notice of Sir Nevile
Henderson this morning."

Raising his voice, Herr Hitler went on: "No nation worthy of
the name can put up with such unbearable insults. France would